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 Tradition means anything that has been posted from past. Traditions include ideas, 
customs, manners, ceremonies and religious rites. Of course religion is the most 

important bases of tradition. The purpose of this research is to study the causes of 

tendencies of students towards tradition. This study had been done from 2011 to 2013; 
universe in this research is post-graduate students of Osmania university of Hyderabad 

(India). The method of this study is survey; method of data collection is questionnaire, 

Sampling method for data collection was random multi stage. The questionnaire 
reliability of this research was 0.83. After data collection, data has been analysed by 

Statistical package for Social Sciences (SPSS) software. Conclusions of this study 

include: 1-level of education of fathers effect on attitudes, desires and aspiration of their 
children. 2-Level of family income has no impact on attitudes, inclinations and 

aspiration of children.3- kind of religion effects on individual‟s attitudes, inclinations 

and tendencies.4-place of living (residence) has no impact on tendencies and attitudes 
of individuals.5-men and women not only in appearance but also are different in terms 

of physical, attitudes, inclinations and tendencies. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

"Tradition includes elements from the past, but this "past" is equivocal: it does not correspond to the 

experience of any particular generation" [6]. 

"Tradition is fluid; its content is redefined by each generation and its timelessness may be situationally 

constructed. From an informant's point of view. "Traditional" may mean times long past or what one's mother 

did. Many modern Hawaians believe that isolated rural villages exemplify the traditional way of life, But the 

present and the past, space and time, are collapsed in this perception"(Ibid). 

Tradition is “an inherited, established, or customary pattern of thought, action, or behaviour (as a religious 

practice or a social custom)” (http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/tradition). 

Tradition is “a belief or story or a body of beliefs or stories relating to the past that are commonly accepted 

as historical though not verifiable”(Ibid). 

Tradition is “the handing down of information, beliefs, and customs by word of mouth or by example from 

one generation to another without written instruction  or cultural continuity in social attitudes, customs, and 

institutions”(Ibid). 

"In 1985, Walter Kasper acknowledged that there was a lack of clarity concerning the meaning of tradition. 

He found that, while the Magisterium of the Church and theology stress the fact of tradition, they provide little 

help when we want to know precisely what tradition is. Siegfried Wiedenhofer, writing in 1990, acknowledged 

that, while the meaning of tradition was one of the most significant questions for the Church today, it was still 

largely unclear. In 1997, the same author published a review of the current literature on the topic, summing up 

the state of the debate in Europe; at this point the discussion was still inconclusive" [4]. 

"Tradition was the name given to those cultural features which, in situations of change, were to be 

continued to be handed on, thought about, preserved and not lost" [3]. 

In this study, the researcher wants to know about factors that are important in maintaining these traditions 

of students of Osmania University, Hyderabad (India).  

Fatehi,  Abolghasem and Ekhlasi, Ibrahim believe that there is relation between age and attitude to tradition 

and modernity in other words older women are more traditional than younger women and younger women are 

more modern than another woman. They believe that the women who spend their time in use of mass media 
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more than another have more attitudes to modernity more than other women. They have indicated who they tend 

to religion are traditional more than others who tend lesser to religion. 

Mahmoud sharepour et al showed that reasons of attitude of girls in university of Mazandaran of Iran to veil 

are: social motive, socio-economic status, life style, feminism and place of habitat. Veil is an item of 

traditionalism, they showed that the women who are lesser in socio-economic status tend to veil or they are 

traditional more than other women. Also they have discovered that better life style and better place of habitancy 

will cause to tendency of veil.  In this research, we believe that women who attitude to feminism more than 

other women do not tend to veil or they are modern. 

Pouryosefi, Hamid et al in a research has discovered that the girls who are in bottom class are more 

traditional than other girls. Also they have believed that behavioural patterns of friends, plans of schools are 

effective in behaviours and attitudes of girls, in other words schools can change behaviours and tendencies of 

girls, they indicated that rate of tendency of families to religion is effective on behaviours of girls or the families 

who are religious more than others are traditional. 

Khiasvand, Ahmad in a research on “ the study of religious sociability process of youth (case study of 

students of Tehran university, Iran) ”  has found that effect factors on religious sociability of youth are family 

religious situation, friends religious, university religious situation, in other words above factors can effect  on 

tendency to tradition among youth, also he has affirmed that there is significant relation between variables like, 

subject of course, level of education of father, job of mother and attitude of youth to religion. 

Petković, Jelena has analysed that intertwining of urban and rural culture, the modern and traditional, and 

the global and local, is the main characteristic of our social-cultural reality in which modern and traditional 

social values have interfered. Approaching urban and rural culture is one of the consequences of modern 

homogenization, so that, in our society, a strong process of their inter influence is often expressed, which in the 

context of global, social and cultural changes, significantly influences the creation of our everyday events. 

Researcher has measured relationship between independent variables such as gender, parents' income, 

residence, religion, educational level of the father and the dependent variable (the tendency to tradition). 

Therefor researcher tested 5 hypotheses such as: 

1- Educational status of the father of the students has impact on attitude of student to tradition.   

2-The income levels of the student‟s family is effective on tendency of students to tradition. 

3-Religious inclinations and practices confine the student community to be more traditional. 

4-Residence of students (rural and urban) is effective on attitudes of students to tradition. 

5- Women tend to tradition more than men. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

Universe and Sampling Procedure: 

This survey was conducted in main campus of Osmania University of Hyderabad (India) on post-graduate 

student community in 2011-2013 years. The students of post-graduation in main campus of Osmania University 

were considered as the universe for the study, hence, the population size is 4,825 students of main campus. The 

sample size was calculated on basis of Cochran‟s formula sample size and it stated 358 students are viable 

sample size, further, the researcher added 132 samples to 358 samples for more reliability and confidence, 

eventually, the final sample size is 490 students all together.  It is about 10 percentage of the universe. The study 

was adopted multi-stage random sampling method to draw the samples from the universe after preparing the 

sampling frame. At first, researcher selected 4 faculties namely arts, social science, engineering and science 

from 9 faculty on random basis. Secondly, researcher selected 5 Departments from the above selected four 

faculties on random basis. Consequently, the selected 20 Departments are Hindi, Sanskrit, Linguistics, Arabic 

and English from Faculty of Arts. Sociology, Public administration, Political science, History and Economics 

are from Faculty of Social Sciences. Biomedical, Electrical, Civil, Computer Science and Mechanical 

Departments are from Faculty of Engineering and Technology. Astronomy, Chemistry, Biotechnology, 

Mathematics and Statistics are from the Faculty of Science.   Thirdly, the total number of students from the all 

20 Departments considered as the sample frame and the 400 samples were drawn by using simple random 

method of sampling.   

 

Method and Tools of Data Collection: 

A mixed questionnaire was used to collect the primary data from the field.  The questionnaire consists of a 

number of questions printed in definite order on form or set of forms. The questionnaire is given to the 

respondents who are expected to read and understand, answer the questions. Reliability of questionnaire was 

0.83 by Cronbach‟s alpha test and validity of questionnaire was acquired by content validity. Primary Data:  In 

this research has attained by to give questionnaires to students, thus students filled up questionnaires and return 

back to the researcher. Secondary Data:  The researcher for attaining to sources of this research has gone to 
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libraries of Osmania University and other libraries out of university in Hyderabad city and he has also referred 

to website centres for attaining of sources. Data analysed on the bases of structure of data by SPSS software. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

First hypothesis: Educational status of the father of the students has impact on attitude of students to tradition:  

 
Table 1: Chi-square test for attitude of students to tradition based on Their Educational status of the father. 

 Value df Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 337.175a 250 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 266.327 250 .228 

Linear-by-Linear Association 7.110 1 .008 

N of Valid Cases 490   

 

Based on table No.1 (chi-square test) significance level is 0.00,while value of sig. of  Pearson Chi-Square 

test  be lesser than 0.05, it means that there is significant difference observed frequency (O) and expected 

frequency (E).  In this test, assumption of (H0) is rejected and assumption of (H1) is accepted, therefore this 

hypothesis is accepted with level of confidence more than 0.95, therefore, Educational status of the father of the 

students has impact on attitude of student to tradition.  

 
Table 2: Kruskal-wallis test for tendencies  of students to tradition based on Their Educational status of the father. 

Ranks 

 Education of father N Mean Rank 

Tradition illiterate 109 244.58 

primary school 168 273.56 

intermediate 70 246.76 

graduation 86 210.91 

post- graduation 50 225.08 

Ph.D. 7 144.57 

Total 490  

 

Table- 2 (Kruskal-Wallis test) shows that the mean rank (244.58) of students whose father are illiterate 

while mean rank (273.56) of students whose father have studied primary level of education.   The mean rank of 

students whose fathers are intermediate is 246.76.  Similarly, the mean rank of students whose fathers are 

graduates is 210.91 and the mean rank (225.08) of students whose fathers are post-graduates.  At the end, the 

mean rank of students whose fathers awarded with Ph.D. is 144.57.  However, it is concluded that majority of 

the students whose fathers are illiterate are traditional than those whose fathers are educated.  Thus, it can be 

inferred that educated fathers have liberal behaviour or ideas, as a result, they allow their son/daughter to grow 

up in rational way. 

It is pertinent to quote here Valarie King envisaged “a father's involvement with his child's upbringing can 

have a significant impact on his or her academic achievements and behaviour. King, whose research includes 

examining the various connections of fathers and their children, said it's all about quality. Whether the 

relationship is between a step-, residential or non-residential father, he has to make the most out of the time he 

spends with his child. King suggests that the stepparent-stepchild relationship is a difficult one and that 

stepfathers may not positively influence child well-being. Not so, she found. Many stepfathers can establish a 

close relationship with their stepchildren, and when they can do so, it can be beneficial for children. Most of the 

analysis King did while studying child well-being focused on children during adolescence and how the child-

father relationship affected health, behaviour, grades and delinquency. Overall she found that fathers, regardless 

of whether or not they live with their children, must establish a close relationship and stay actively involved in 

their children's lives”(http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/06/070612143301.htm). 

 

Second hypothesis: The income levels of the student’s family are effective on tendency of students to tradition:   

 
Table 3: Chi-square test for attitude of students to tradition based on Their family income. 

 Value df Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 178.007a 150 .059 

Likelihood Ratio 184.371 150 .030 

Linear-by-Linear Association .282 1 .595 

N of Valid Cases 490   

 

According to Table –3, The value of Chi-square test (sig.) in table No.3 is 0.059, it is more than 0.05, 

therefore  this hypotheses is rejected and on the base this test it can be said that The income levels of the 

student‟s family are  not effective on tendency of students to tradition. 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/06/070612143301.htm
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Third hypothesis:  Religious inclinations and practices confine the student community to be more traditional: 

 
Table 4: Chi-square tests for Religion-wise inclinations of the students towards tradition 

 Value df Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 307.868a 150 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 156.101 150 .350 

Linear-by-Linear Association .034 1 .854 

N of Valid Cases 490   

 

Table –4(Pearson chi-square test) reveals the religion-wise attitudes of the students towards modernity.  The 

data shows that t a significant association is observed between kind of religion and the attitudes of students as 

chi-square value is 307.86 with 150 degree of freedom at 0.000 level of significance which is lesser than 0.05 

(P<0.05). Thus, it can be inferred that the kind of religion is effective on the inclinations, attitudes and 

tendencies of students. 

 
Table 5: Kruskal-Wallis Test for Religion-wise Attitudes of  Students towards Tradition. 

Ranks 

 Religion of student N Mean Rank 

Tradition Hindu 383 238.48 

Muslim 86 291.26 

Christian 14 246.39 

Others 7 65.71 

Total 490  

 

Table–5 (Kruskal-Wallis test) narrates the rate of effect of religions on attitude of students towards 

tradition. The data shows that Muslim students tend to more traditional rather than other students.  Christian 

students stood at second place in this regard that means after Muslim students, Christians are more traditional.  

Surprisingly, the students who have faith in Hindu religion stood at third place.  Thus, it can be deduced that 

religion and religious teaching can have impact of attitudes and behaviours of individuals or students. Some of 

religions encourage the followers to keeping particular ideas, behaviours, customs and norms and followers 

must act on instructions, while some of the religions give more elbowroom to followers.  However, Hindu 

religion is much flexible to adopt the modern trends and customs rather than Muslim and Christians.  

Religious beliefs play a significant part in sculpting social behaviour.  Differences in religious affiliations 

tend to influence the way people live, the choices they make, what they eat and whom they associate with. 

According to Hirschman, the religious affiliations of Catholics, Protestants and Jews significantly shaped their 

attitudes towards dancing, magazines, restaurants and political ideas. There is also a strong relationship between 

religious persons and greater concern for moral standards, being conservative, and possessing more traditional 

attitudes. The impact of religion on consumption patterns usually relates to the restriction of certain foods and 

beverages, for example, Jews and Muslims do not eat pork, Hindus do not eat beef, and drinking alcohol is 

frowned upon if not forbidden by Islam and strict Protestants. Religion also influences gender roles in a 

particular culture.  In Islamic countries, both men and women must cover their torso and upper legs at all times 

and in the case of women only their faces‟ skin may be exposed [2].   

 

Fourth hypothesis: Residence of students is effective on attitudes of students to tradition: 

 
Table 6: Chi-square tests for Student‟s Place of Living-wise Attitudes towards Tradition 

 Value df Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 107.716a 100 .281 

Likelihood Ratio 117.835 100 .108 

Linear-by-Linear Association .808 1 .369 

N of Valid Cases 490   

 

Table –6 (Pearson chi-square test), shows that there is a significant association between Student‟s place of 

living s and their attitudes towards tradition as the table value (0.281) is greater than 0.05 (P 0.05).  Therefore, 

the kind of residence (village, town, and city) is not effective to attitudes, inclinations and tendencies of them.  

In other words, different groups (village, town, and city) in rate of inclinations and tendencies to traditional 

custom, ceremonies and behaviour are not different.  

 

Fifth hypothesis: Women tend to tradition more than men: 
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Table 7: Chi-square tests for Gender-wise Attitude of the Students towards tradition 

 Value df Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 75.537a 50 .011 

Likelihood Ratio 91.100 50 .000 

Linear-by-Linear Association 2.213 1 .137 

N of Valid Cases 490   

 

Table – 7 (Pearson chi-square test) explain the gender-wise attitudes of the students towards tradition.  A 

significant difference is found between female and male students with regard to their attitudes towards tradition 

as chi-square value is 75.537 with 50 degree of freedom at 0.011 level of significance is lesser than normal 

probability level that is 0.05 (P 0.05). Thus, it can be said that there is a significant difference between in the 

attitude of males and females students towards tradition. 

 
Table 8: Kruskal-Wallis Test for Gender-wise Attitudes Of Students towards Tradition 

Ranks 

 gender N Mean Rank 

Tradition male 273 256.80 

female 217 231.28 

Total 490  

 

According to table–8 (part of mean rank of Kruskal-Wallis Test), male‟s attitude towards tradition more 

than female, thus, it can be notice that inclination, tendencies and attitudes of men and women are different. 

Male is advanced and exposed to more modernity, thus, it can be inferred that male and female are different not 

only in body or physically but they are different mental and psychic. 

The male brain is characterized by systemizing tendencies (to use Baron-Cohen‟s term) and mechanistic 

thinking (to use Crespi and Badcock‟s term). “Systemizing” is the drive to analyse, explore, and construct a 

system. The systemizer intuitively figures out how things work, or extracts the underlying rules that govern the 

behaviour of a system. The purpose of this is to understand and predict the system, or to invent a new one. In 

contrast, the female brain is characterized by empathizing tendencies (to use Baron-Cohen‟s term) or mentalistic 

thinking (to use Crespi and Badcock‟s term). “Empathizing” is the drive to identify another person‟s emotions 

and thoughts, and to respond to them with an appropriate emotion. Empathizing occurs when we feel an 

appropriate emotional reaction in response to the other person‟s emotions. The purpose of this is to understand 

another person, to predict his or her behaviour, and to connect or resonate with him or her emotionally. These 

sex differences emerged during the course of human evolution because men and women often faced different 

selection pressures. Men have come to acquire systemizing and mechanistic skills because such skills were 

necessary for inventing and making tools and weapons. At the same time, low empathizing ability was helpful 

for men in tolerating solitude during long hunting and tracking trips, and for committing acts of interpersonal 

violence and aggression necessary for male competition. (It is very difficult to kill other people if you strongly 

feel for them.) Similarly, women have come to acquire empathizing and mentalisticskills because they facilitate 

various aspects of mothering, such as anticipating and understanding the needs of infants who cannot yet talk, or 

making friends and allies in new environments, in which ancestral women found themselves upon marriage. On 

the whole, however, these sex differences are adaptive. Men and women are different because their brains 

function in different ways and as a result they have different strengths and 

weaknesses(http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-scientific-fundamentalist/200803/male-brain-vs-female-

brain-i).                                     

 

Conclusion: 

Therefore, with regard to planed assumptions, it can be concluded that: 

level of education of fathers effect on attitudes, desires and aspiration of their children, because fathers set 

children„s behaviour with regard to their knowledge, in other words children are trained with regard to 

information of their fathers. Normally, the methods of training in families where father and mother are educated 

are different from families where parents are illiterate or of low literacy. 

Level of family income has no impact on attitudes, inclinations and aspiration of children. For example, 

when a child wants to pray to god or want to wear a specific dress, reasons of these behaviours are not level of 

family income. 

Religions effect on individual‟s attitudes, inclinations and tendencies, because every religion has guidelines 

and their followers should act according to these guidelines, for example: a person whose religion is Islam, has 

different attitude and tendency from Christian individual. Religions monitor the behaviours and tendencies of 

their followers, some religions control their followers completely, while others give to followers more freedom. 

Place of living (residence) has no impact on tendencies and attitudes of individuals. Today city, rural and 

village people have access to information equally; almost their tendencies are close. Perhaps the people‟s 

http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-scientific-fundamentalist/200803/male-brain-vs-female-brain-i
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-scientific-fundamentalist/200803/male-brain-vs-female-brain-i
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attitudes of some villages are different; this is not because of the location but due to inaccessibility to 

information. 

 

Men and women not only in appearance but also are different in terms of physical, attitudes, inclinations 

and tendencies. Women are like an object that men don‟t like, needs of women are different from needs of men, 

in some of subjects women are stronger than men and other times men are stronger than women. 
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